BOOK REVIEWS

Rega Wood, ed. Richard Rufus of Cornwall In Physicam Aristotelis
(Auctores Britannici Medii Aevi XVI.) Published for The British
Academy by Oxford University Press, 2003. Pages: xix + 300.

Prof. Rega Wood of Stanford University here edits a series of lectures
on Aristotle’s Physics. She describes the sole known manuscript con-
taining the text, attributes and dates the commentary, and explains her
editorial method. The result is an exemplary edition.

The text so edited will play a role in a further publication that
Wood has been preparing. She refers to it as forthcoming on page 3:
Richard Rufus of Cornwall and the Origins of Scholasticism. The edited
text is early enough as to figure prominently in an account of “the ori-
gins of scholasticism.” As Rega Wood points out in her introduction
(2), those who lectured on Aristotle’s writings brought about the
change in the curriculum of the medieval university, from the classical
trivium and quadrivium to what we call scholasticism. Understandably,
then, while examining the lectures in question, word by word as edito-
rial work demands, she uses her thorough familiarity with the text to
fit it firmly in the known corpus of the one to whom she attributes the
lectures, the Franciscan Richard Rufus of Cornwall.

Seeing as she has but one manuscript for the edition, Erfurt
Quarto 312, Dr. Wood looks at it very closely. It is a composite manu-
script, bound together under the care of Amplonius de Bercka in the
early fifteenth century. Wood explains how it was put together and
then describes its contents. She is interested primarily in the first
fourteen folios (lra-14ra). They contain In Physicam Aristotelis, the
lectures or commentary on Aristotle’s Physics. This and other parts of
the manuscript were written at Oxford somewhat before 1250. Wood
tells us as well about the other pieces in the manuscript. Five of them
can be ascribed to Richard Rufus.

As for the edition itself, though drawn from but one source, Dr.
Wood points out that she did have a good manuscript to work with.
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